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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 
We had a fantastic day for our 
school swimming sports last 
Friday.  The weather couldn't 
have been better and I was so 
pleased to see nearly all of our 
students participating.  It is 
wonderful when our parents 
support us by impressing on 
our students the importance of 

being involved and participating in all school 
activities. Thanks to Mr Cahir, Leongatha 
Swimming Club, our teachers and parent 
helpers for all working so hard to make it a 
terrific day. 
 
This Friday we have a special school 
assembly with our School captains and all 
other captains badges being presented.  We 
have a special guest speaker and a special 
performance.  We look forward to seeing lots 
of parents there. 
 
THE IMPORTANCE OF READING 
One of the greatest gifts that you can give to 
your children is to read to them and listen to 
them read. The benefits of reading regularly 
for information and most importantly pleasure 
are well documented. I strongly encourage 
families to set aside a regular time when the 
children can read to you and you read to 
them. Reading of course underpins nearly 
every task and component of life and can 
absolutely enrich one's life.   
Dot Coghlan 
 

STAFF CAR PARK CLOSED 

 
Starting Monday the Staff Car Park will be 
closed from 8:30am – 9:00am. 
This is due to Occupational Health & 
Safety instructions. 
We understand this is inconvenient and 
the parking situation is not ideal, however 
we must keep the safety of our children as 
our first priority.  
PLEASE DO NOT USE THE STAFF 
CARPARK to drop off students. 
 
21 

PARENT/TEACHER/STUDENT 

INTERVIEWS  

 
At Leongatha Primary School we believe that 
learning is a partnership with student, teacher 
and parent and therefore we would like our 
students to be active participants in their 
interviews.     
  
It is a wonderful opportunity for the students 
to talk about their goals and empower them to 
explain what they are doing in the classroom. 
   
Our Parent, Teacher and Student Interviews 
will be held on –  
 
Tuesday the 20th February from 3.30pm - 

7.30pm  
Wednesday the 21st February from 3.30pm 

– 5:00pm 
Interview times are ten minutes duration, and 
will be held in the students classroom, please 
be prompt. Specialist teachers are also 
available to be booked on both days.   
 
Bookings for the interviews are now 
available on Compass. 
 

 

HOMETIME ARRANGEMENTS 
 

There has been a number of students who 
have been confused about their home time 
arrangements.  If children are participating in 
After School activities and not travelling 
home, parents are asked to make sure their 
child knows what to do at the end of the day.  
We realise that sometimes circumstances 
can change, and would ask that you contact 
either the office or your child’s teacher.  
 

CURRICULUM DAYS 2018 
Friday 8th June 

Friday 24th August 
Monday 5th November 
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SENIOR SWIMMING SPORTS 

 

   

 

The Senior School jumped straight into the 'deep end' of Term 1 by 'kicking' off the first 
week with the House Swimming Carnival last Friday. Getting it done so early in the term 
might be seen as a 'stroke' of genius. The student turn-out was higher than the last few 
years and the weather was perfect for jumping in the pool and cooling off. The Age 
Champions of 2018 were Jacoa Cameron, Jacob Bolge and Naomi Krause (9yo),  
Hugh Munro and Rahni Matheson (10yo), Eleanor Pedlow and Tom McKenzie (11yo) 
and Nicolette Wight and Rem Dal Pozzo (12yo). As we were all pushed for time to get 
the students back on the bus in the afternoon, we were unable to announce the House 
Champions. This will be announced, as well as handing out ribbons for some events that 
weren't presented on Friday at the first assembly for the year. Thanks to the parents that 
helped during the carnival. Well done to all swimmers on the day for getting in and having 
a go! 
 

STUDENT RECORDS – Phone & Address, Medical Information 

 

Please check that the information displayed on Compass is correct.  From time to time the 
information you provide when your child enrols in prep can change throughout their years 
at LPS.  IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THE SCHOOL IS KEPT UP TO DATE WITH ANY CHANGES 
in Phone Numbers, Addresses, Emergency Contact Names & Numbers and Medical 
information.  You need to contact the office so we can update your records.  
 

 
 

BOOK CLUB 
ISSUE 1 

2018 
DUE BACK Friday 9th February 

 

 
 



       

 Balancing Online Time  
 
 
With more and more mobile devices on the market it is easy and tempting to stay 
connected 24 hours a day, seven days a week, but it is also very important to know when to 
disconnect 

How much is too much? 

This is a good question and varies from person to person with different impacts. It’s 
important to be aware of how your time online may be affecting your friendships, your family 
and your schoolwork, especially if it’s keeping you up at night. If any of these areas of your 
life are becoming problematic then it is likely that you need to cut back in the amount of time 
you spend online. 
Why is it a problem? 

Spending excessive amounts of time online can have significant impacts on your health, 
family and social life and on your academic performance at school. 
How do I know if I have a problem? 

The following indicators may be signs that you spend too much time on the internet: 
 ongoing headaches, eye strain and sleep disturbance 
 online activities interfering with your health and wellbeing, schoolwork and relationships 
 constantly talking about particular online programs, such as a gaming site 
 withdrawal from your ‘real world’ friends and activities 
 attributing more importance to your online activities and contacts than anything else 
 decline in your academic performance at school. 

 
 

 
 

Chinese New Year Excursion (all year levels) -- Who wants to go to Melbourne? 

   

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
You may be aware that Chinese New Year is approaching; the date is Friday 16th Feb; your children will be able 
to tell you something about this celebration (Preps haven't actually heard about it yet!). 2018 is the Year of the 
Dog, or in Chinese, that's 'gǒu nián.'  
 
Each year, in Melbourne city and suburbs, Chinese and non-Chinese people have a lot of noisy fun celebrating 
what is also known as 'Spring Festival' (the seasons in Chia are the opposite to ours). In Chinese classes, 
students get really excited seeing videos of the dragon parade and lion dances, as well as the firecrackers and 
food; so I thought it would be great if families could get together and head up to experience the event held in 
Melbourne on Sun 18th Feb. Little Bourke Street and Crown Casino have great things happening and loads to see 
and do. We can either drive up (and perhaps share rides) or take the V-Line bus. Some children would love to go 
but won't have an adult to take them, so perhaps consider taking your child and a friend? 
 
This is a PRIVATELY organised outing (ie. this is NOT an LPS school excursion) and all children will need to be 
supervised by an adult (I will be in parent mode myself and not taking responsibility for anyone but myself and my 
child). Please let me know if you are interested and we can make more detailed arrangements. 
 
Looking forward to a lovely community day with LPS families and kids... 

 

Warm regards, from Peí Lǎoshī :-) 
 



 

MUSIC NEWS 

 

Our new preps have been to visit the music room this week. We have had fun exploring ukeleles and making 
"rockstar faces" and dancing with scarves. It's great to see so many enthusiastic new students at our school. 
Just in time for our major school musical "Seussical". 
Below:- Nathan, Imogen, Ty and Hazel having fun in music 
 

 
 

                              
 

 



 
 

COMING EVENTS – 2018 

FEBRUARY 
 
Tuesday 13th  Grade 1-4 Hawthorn Footy 

Clinic -11:00-12.30 
Tuesday 20th  Parent/Teacher Interviews 
Wed 21st  Parent/Teacher Interviews 
Friday 23rd  District Swimming Sports – 

Korumburra 
Wed 28th  Grade 5 Excursion – Science 

Works 
MARCH 
Thursday 1st  Grade 4 Moonlite Sanctuary 

excursion 
Friday 2nd  Division Swimming – 

Korumburra 
Monday 12th  Labour Day Public Holiday – 

School Closed 
Thursday 15th  Regional swimming Sports – 

Korumburra 
Wed 21-23rd Grade 3 Cowes Camp 
Friday 23rd  Wala Cultural Performance 
Monday 26th  Senior Athletics Sports 
Wed 28th – China tour 
12th April  
Thursday 29th  End of Term 1 
 
 
APRIL 
Monday 16th  Term 2 Begins 
 

 
 

UNITING CARE – AFTER SCHOOL CARE 
After School Educator - POSITION AVAILABLE 

Hours 3:15 – 6:00pm 
Certificate 3 (Early Years) minimum required 

Please call Kristi Burns at Uniting Care 
5662 5150 

After School Care available every day 
Phone 5662 5150 or email:-  ucgipps.org.au 

mobile Number – 0466 480 712 
 

2018 GUITAR LESSONS 

 

Guitar classes will be held each Friday again 
this year. 
Bookings are open now and will be open until 
February 14th. 
You will need to book sooner rather than later 
to secure a place for your child as places fill 
very quickly. 
Please contact me ; 
mariatehan14@gmail.com and I will forward 
you an information brochure and booking 
form. 
If you require any further information feel free 
to contact me on 5655 2886. 
 

 

TOWN NETBALL CLUB 

Registration Day 2018 Season 
Wednesday, 21st February 
4 - 6pm at the LDNA Netball Courts 
 
All Ages welcome. 
U11, U13, U15, U17 Boys and Girls 
Senior (A & B Grade) Ladies 
No experience required.  
 
Competition starts Saturday 21st April 
All games played each week at 
Leongatha courts 
Training Wednesdays 4 - 5pm starting 
21st March 

 

REMINDER 

Our Sunsmart Policy requires 

compulsary wearing of school hats 

in Terms 1 & 4 

Hats can be purchased from Nicks, 

Target and through Buxwear 

 
 

 
CANTEEN ROSTER FRIDAY – TERM 1 

FRIDAYS 
FEBRUARY 
9th  Tina Allen – Viv Scott 
16th  Janine Lowe-Tori Martin 
25th  Fabio Dal Pozzo – Kirsty Bolge 
 
MARCH 
2nd  Gaynor Greenaway-Joel Langstaff 
9th  Sarah Norman – Danielle Elkin 
16th  Mel Heber – Claire Guy 
23rd Kate Dean – Phil Munro 
Thursday - 29th   

Helen Dowel – Kaisie Rump 
If you could spare 2 hours once a term on a Friday 

please contact Kerrie in the canteen 

 
 

The uniform is available to 
purchase online from Buxwear 

Here is the link to their 
website 

http://shop.buxwear.com.au 
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Inviting Girls, Boys & Women Netballers 
of all ages & abilities 

 

Mt Eccles Netball Club Registration Day 
Thursday 22nd February, 5.30 - 6.30pm 

at LDNA Courts (behind the Leongatha 
Velodrome) 

 
U11, U13, U15 & U17 Girls & Boys 

A & B Grade Women 
 

No tryouts, everyone gets to play 
We welcome players from all over South Gippsland 

& Bass Coast 
 
For queries contact the Club on mounteccles@gmail.com or 

call Julia Lomas 0459 191 695 
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