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FROM THE  PRINCIPAL 

 

Communication 
 

Strong communication is important to the success of our students.  This includes the 
school’s communication with parents and the parent’s communication with the school. 
 
The beginning of our communication processes in 2019 are Grade Level Information 
Evenings and the Parent Teacher Interviews.  These sessions provide an opportunity 
for parents to meet their child’s new teacher and to provide information that they think 
the teacher would find useful in supporting their child.  Teachers will not be providing 
student achievement information at these interviews, as it is too early in the year. 

 
Please see your child’s classroom teacher if you have any questions or are unable to attend the 
interviews and need to schedule another time.  Parents are encouraged to contact their child’s teacher at 
any time during the year if they have any questions or concerns. 
 
COMPASS 
 
COMPASS is the main form of communication for the school.  Newsletters will be released on 
COMPASS each fortnight, notifications are provided to remind parents of events and dates, excursion 
permission is provided through COMPASS  and fees (including Excursions/Incursions/Camps) are paid 
via COMPASS.  If parents are experiencing trouble accessing COMPASS, please contact the office. 
 
China visit for 2019 
 
Our grade 6 school visit to China is fast approaching.  We are excited to be visiting our Sister School in 
Changshu and our students have been in regular contact with their buddies.  This year we are taking the 
largest ever group to China with 52 students, parents and teachers.  We are also really looking forward 
to seeing the amazing sites of China such as the Terracotta Warriors, Great Wall of China, Disney 
World, Forbidden City, Tiananmen Square just to name a few. 
 
We look forward to representing our school overseas and continuing our strong connection with our 
Sister School.  Staff travelling to China are Jenni Turner, Shanna Rintoule, Emily Duncan, Amy Monk 
and myself.   
 

    
 

Dot Coghlan 
Principal 
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SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTION 2019 

 

An election is to be conducted for members of the school council.  This year Leongatha Primary School Council 
has vacancies for three (3) Parent Members and three (3) DET Employees as listed below:- 
  
(2) Parent Members – The term of Office is March 2019 to March 2021. 
(1) Parent Member – The term of Office is March 2019 to March 2020. 
  
(2) DET Members - The term of Office is March 2019 to March 2021. 
(1) DET Member - The term of Office is March 2019 to March 2020. 
  
School Council meetings are held on the fourth Monday of the month beginning at 5.30pm.  
 
If you need any further information, please talk to Andrea Clifford 0487 238 907, our current School Council 
President or Dot Coghlan, our Principal. 
 
Call for nominations 

Nominations for School Council will be open from Friday, 15th February, 2019 and forms may be obtained from the 
school office and must be lodged at the school office by 4:00pm on Friday, 1st March, 2019 

 
Following the closing of nominations a list of the nominations received will be posted at the school. 
If the number of nominations is less than the number of vacancies, a notice to that effect and calling for further 
nominations will be posted in a prominent position at the school. 
  
Dot Coghlan – Principal 
 
 

WE LOVE MATHS AT LPS! 

 

In Maths this year at LPS, we have started to use Number Talks in our classrooms.  

 

In a Number Talk, the teacher presents a maths problem to the class, such as 15+8=  . Children then have 

to think of as many different strategies/ways to solve the problem, and then explain it to their peers.  

 

For example  

 

15 + 5 + 3 = 23 

 

15 + 10 - 2 = 23 

 

5 + 8 = 13  

13 + 10 = 23 

 

The benefit is that children are not just looking for the answer to the problem, but are trying to find as 

many different ways to solve the problem as they can. This promotes mathematical thinking rather than 

fact recall. The key elements of number talks are a de-emphasis on speed and correct answers and an 

added emphasis on the process and communication of thinking. 

 

For more information on number talks, including some that you could try at home 

https://mathforlove.com/lesson/number-talks/ 

See how many ways your family can solve a maths problem! 

 

 

 

https://mathforlove.com/lesson/number-talks/


 

 

WELL DONE AWARDS 

                                                                

                                 
 
              Arky Cameron 1S Brock Alomes 5S 
              For being an amazing class member who              For showing wonderful persistence 
                is always respectful and hard working.                   and resilience at the Swimming  
      Well done Arky on a wonderful start to Grade One.              Sports!  Well done Brock. 
       

Liam Meyer PH, Archie Beavis PH, Lachlan Carew PJ, Olivia Evans PR, Billy Webster PR, Indie Hulls PD, 
Lexi Price PE, Kevin McRae PE 

Makayla Palles 1M Alex Langley-Jones 1M, Tyler Donchi 1P, Samara Parke 1S,  
Phoenix Cashmore 1BH, Milla McCarthy 1A, Ben Russell 1A 

Anika Edwards 2S, Brahm Nelson 2G, Amy Stevic 2G, Jemma Rump 2PG, 
 Chelsea Lester 2PG 

Joseph Andersen 3H, Ella Sellings 3H, Rahni Horell 3LH, Beau Elkin 3LH,  
Charlotte Lawler 3T, Stephen Spencer 3T, Holly McRae 3B, Chelsea Bennett-Perason 3B 

Bede Challis 4M, Freya Arnason 4M, Daniel Clissold 4R, 
Annabelle Miller-Bunker 4R, Jack Cashin 4L, Alana Donchi 4L, Katrina Kilb 4D,  

Steve Duvoisin 4D 
Max Minchella 6A, Zekhai Giles 6A, Jessica Matthews 6S, Caleb Mee 6S, Rhianna Grey 6R,  

Travis Loughridge 6H, Bella Pearson 6H 

 

 

LPS VALUES 

 

In order to obtain predictability and consistency across the school for our students, staff and parents, LPS has re-defined and 
developed, with consultation from all stakeholders, a set of Values and Expectations (see below) that will be the mantra for the way we 
operate at LPS.  

In order for us to increase predictability, we needed to increase the structures which we already had in place and create 
consistency across the school, hence the new signage. Most students who experience troubles in the classroom are visual or 
kinaesthetic learners so increasing these types of structures will assist our school and our classroom expectations to becoming more 
predictable. Each class will spend time to ensure that students and staff have a common understanding of what each statement means 
so that our LPS Values and Expectations are consistent with all students.  

   
 



 

 

 

 
Last week our Rights Resilience & Respectful Relationships (RRRRs) program began. Students and 
teachers will now participate in sessions at 10am every Friday after assembly. This program aligns with 
our school values of 'Being a Learner, Being Respectful and Being Resilient' and is designed to promote 
and model respect, positive attitudes and behaviours through the teaching of 8 different topics. It teaches 
our children how to build healthy relationships, resilience and confidence.  
 
The first 3 weeks of the program covers Emotional Literacy. At a junior level, students are learning to 
identify different emotions, both positive and negative, and what these might look, sound and feel like. 
While in the more senior levels, students are discussing emotional triggers, extremes of emotions and 
how emotions change across the day. Understanding emotions, being able to read other people’s 
emotions and respond appropriately to them, forms a key part of our daily lives. Therefore we encourage 
parents to discuss what students are learning with regards to our RRRRs program each week so that 
these skills can be reinforced at home and perhaps used in the home as well as at school, to further 
build respect, resilience and positive coping strategies. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

CHILD SAFE STANDARDS 

 

 

 
 

As stated in an earlier newsletter Leongatha Primary is committed to child safety.  As a 
community we want children to be safe, happy and empowered. We support and respect all 
children, as well as our staff and volunteers.  We are committed to the safety, participation and 
empowerment of all children. There is zero tolerance of child abuse, and all allegations and 
safety concerns will be treated very seriously and consistently with our robust policies and 
procedures. We meet our legal and moral obligations to contact authorities when we are 
worried about a child’s safety, which we follow rigorously.  
 
Leongatha Primary is committed to preventing child abuse and identifying risks early, and 
removing and reducing these risks. We have robust human resources and recruitment practices 
for all staff and volunteers. Our school is committed to regularly training and educating our staff 
and volunteers on child abuse risks. As a community we support and respect all children, as 
well as our staff and volunteers. We are committed to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children, 
the cultural safety of children from a culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, and to 
providing a safe environment for children with a disability. Leongatha Primary has specific 
policies, procedures and training in places that support our leadership team, staff and 
volunteers to achieve these commitments.  
 

At Leongatha Primary: 

 Everyone connected to our school can help children be safe. 

 We have zero tolerance for any abuse of children. 

 We already have policies and processes in place to protect the care, safety and welfare 

of children. These are being strengthened to ensure a zero tolerance approach to child 

abuse. As policies are ratified at school council, they will be made available to your 

through the newsletter and on our web page. 

 There will be clear boundaries about how adults in our school community may interact 

with the children here set out in our school’s Child Safe Code of Conduct. This will be 

made available when school council ratifies it at school council 

 The child safe standards apply to school staff (including volunteers and contractors), 

visitors and students’ family members. 

 Keeping children safe is everyone’s responsibility. Different people at our school have 

different roles and responsibilities for ensuring children’s safety 



 

 

 Things you need to know about: what ‘zero tolerance’ means to us, what roles and 

responsibilities adults have for child safety, our new procedures to respond to and report 

complaints of any form of child abuse. 

 We want to ensure you know how we are keeping your children safe at school, and how 

we’d like you to support us (for families). 

 Staff members (including volunteers) will receive training and support to understand and 

carry out their responsibilities under the standards. 

 Unsupervised contractors will be asked about their child safety arrangements as a 

condition of working with us if they work with children enrolled in the school (or children 

can reasonably be expected to be present while they are at the school). 

 Other people using our school facilities will be asked about their child safety 

arrangements as a condition of using our facilities if they involve children enrolled at the 

school (or children can reasonably be expected to be present while their staff or other 

adults are at the school). 

 
Following on from this page is our Code of Conduct for staff and volunteers around 
Child Safety Standards.  
 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

SENIOR HOUSE SWIMMING SPORTS 

 
On Wednesday the 13th the grades 3-6 students ventured to the Mirboo North Pool for the Leongatha 
Primary School Swimming Carnival. With constant rain prior to 9am, Mr Fitz made the brave, but well 
informed call for the day to go ahead. Students stepped off the buses into a heavy downpour which 
lasted no more than 10 minutes before the skies cleared and left us with a beautiful day ahead. All 
students competed in freestyle and backstroke, and many more nominated to have a go at breaststroke 
and butterfly. It was amazing to see such resilience and an eagerness in everyone to help their house 
teams gain points. With only three points separating first and second place, Wightman came home the 
victors of the day. A massive congratulations to the age champions: Tom McKenzie, Hugh Munro, 
Eleanor Pedlow, Judd Holt, Neka McKenzie, Jacob Bolge, Rahni Matheson & Sienna Hunt.  
The day could not have run so smoothly if we didn't have such great help from all the teachers and 
parents on the day, THANK YOU! 
We have 31 students who have qualified to compete at the Woorayl District Carnival on Friday at 
Korumburra. Good luck to all involved. 
 

  
 

   
 

 



 

 

VISUAL ARTS 

 

Grade 2 students exploring X-ray Art of Arnhem Land and the making of ochre paints 
 

    
 

Grade 3 students creating a collage and starting with natural materials. 
 

   
 
 

WASTE FREE WEDNESDAYS 

 
COMING SOON: WASTE FREE WEDNESDAYS! 
Nude food lunchboxes don't need to be boring. Throw in some fruit that comes in its 
own ready made biodegradable wrapper such as a banana or peach! Throw some 
cherry tomatoes, baby cucumbers or carrot sticks in a container. Wrap the sandwich 
in something reusable like a beeswax wrap or Tupperware sandwich keeper (hit up 
the opshop!). Buy a big bag of bikkies, pretzels or popcorn and make up your own 
portions. You'll find this is cheaper than buying pre-wrapped portions with the added 
benefit of helping to keep our kids school clean and protect our planet! 

 
For more information see the attached flyers or pick one up at the front office, or PAC foyer today. 
With thanks from the Sustainable Schools Committee 

 



 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

STAFF CAR PARK AT SCHOOL DROP OFF AND PICK UP TIMES 

 
Please be aware that the staff car park, as signed should NOT be used for regular morning and 

afternoon pick up and drop off.  We understand this can be inconvenient and the parking 
situation is not ideal, however we must keep the safety of our children as our first priority. 
 

You may park in Horn Street, at the front of the school, Nerrena Road or next to the Secondary 
School Gym or the gravel carpark at the front of the bus loop. 

 
It is our first priority at our school that children are safe therefore we ask you 
NOT to enter the staff carpark at the front of the office or at the side of Mesley 
Hall.  We would hate for one of our children to be hit by a car and this has nearly 
happened already on a number of occasions.  We are witnessing many students 
being dropped in the carpark along with many parents driving through the 
carpark way too fast. This is a real safety concern and WE MUST KEEP THE 
SAFETY OF OUR CHILDREN AS OUR FIRST PRIORITY!   Thank you for supporting 
the safety of our children. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

COMING EVENTS – 2019 
 

FEBRUARY 
 
Wednesday 20th  Parent Teacher Interviews 3-6pm 
Wednesday 20th  No School for Preps 
Friday 22nd  District Swimming 
Wednesday 27th  No school for preps 
 
MARCH 
 
Friday 1st  Clean Up Australia – Schools Day 
Friday 1st  Division Swimming 
Tuesday 5th- 8th  Grade 6 Wilson’s Prom Camp 
Wednesday 6th No school for Preps 
Thursday 7th  Grade 4 Moonlit Sanctuary excursion – Mornington Peninsula 
Monday 11th  Labour Day Public Holiday – School closed 
Wednesday 13th  No school for Preps 
Thursday 14th  Region Swimming 
Monday 18th  Preps start full week of school 
Wednesday 20-22nd  Grade 3 Cowes Camp 
Thursday 28th  Senior School Athletics 
Friday 29th  Chinese New Year Celebrations 
 
APRIL 
 
Friday 5th  End of Term 1 
Tuesday 23rd Term 2 Begins 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

CANTEEN DUTY – FRIDAY 

February     

22nd  Joel Langstaff – Helen Dowel 
 
March 

1st  Phil Munro – Gaynor Greenaway 
8th  Prue Holt – Mel Cameron 
15th  Danielle Elkin – Rebecca Cooke 
22nd  Sarah Norman – Janine Lowe 
29th  Ron Hanily – Kirsty Bolge 
 
More helpers required if you can spare 3 hours on 
a Friday once a term.  Team up with a friend.  
Please contact Kerrie in the Canteen. 
 
 

The uniform is available to 
purchase online from Buxwear 
Here is the link to their website 

http://shop.buxwear.com.au 
 
 

PIANO LESSONS – LPS 

Weekly Lessons 

All Ages 

$18 per half hour 

Contact Sarah for more information 

0499 802 340 
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LEONGATHA TOWN NETBALL CLUB 

 
Invites players to our 2019 season. 
Come join our netball family, we love to welcome new and past 
players. 
Competition starts on Saturday 27th April at the Leongatha Netball 
Courts. 

REGISTRATION DAY is Wednesday, 20th February  

4:00pm to 5:30pm at the LDNA Netball Courts.  

For all enquiries please phone 

President: - Andrea Pearce - 0427 953 448 

Vice President: - Carla Bruce - 0411 249 828 

Treasurer: - Helen Drury - 0428 624 494 

Secretary: - Jemma Cornell - 0497 529 153 

Registration Forms can be emailed to you, downloaded from here, or picked up from Helen at the Primary School 

office. 

If you would like one emailed to you - send an email to townnetballclub@gmail.com 

If you can't make Registration Day forms can be emailed or handed to Helen at the Primary School Office. 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 


