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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 

 

As we come to the end of this year, it is with great pride that I can look back 
at the many achievements of the children. In particular I have been 
impressed with the excellent improvement with their reading data and the 
engagement they are showing with their rich maths tasks. They have worked 
so hard and we are all very proud of their efforts. 

 

I would like to acknowledge the hard work and dedication of our staff. I am so proud to lead such 
a professional and committed team of teachers. I thank them for their efforts and for their 
expertise that makes our school such a wonderful supportive learning community and a fabulous 
place to work.  

I would also like to thank all parents and carers for their support this year.  I am very fortunate to 
work with a wonderful community of parents and carers and I really appreciate that when they 
have a concern that they speak to me with respect and kindness.  A great deal of what we do in 
school cannot be achieved without you and your co-operation and backing.  

SCHOOL CAPTAINS FOR 2020 
Congratulations go to Hugh Munro, Bodhi Thomson, Asha Chalmers and Lucy Heber our 
School Captains for 2020. These are important positions as the Grade Six leaders are the role 
models for the rest of the school.  
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MEET THE TEACHER FOR 2020 IS THIS FRIDAY 
Grades have now been finalised for 2020 and the students will meet their teacher for next year 
this Friday.  A lot of time and effort have gone in to putting together these lists and thanks to the 
teachers for all of their work. 
 
GRADUATION  
The Grade Six Graduation Ceremony is to be held on Thursday the 12th of  December at Mesley 
Hall commencing at 7pm.  We wish this group of school leaders all the best as they commence 
their secondary schooling. I know that they are all looking forward, probably with mixed emotions, 
to this exciting stage of their lives. They have been extremely well prepared by their teachers and 
we thank them for that. 
 
FAREWELL AND THANK YOU 
We have a number of teachers leaving our school this year.  Meagan Richards will be taking a 
year of leave to pursue further study and we wish her all the best with her pursuits. 
Jemimah Rogers and Melissa Haw will be moving to other schools and we appreciate all of the 
great work that they have been doing this year with our students in grade 4.  Both teachers have 
shown great commitment to their classes and we wish them all the best in their future careers. 
Jackie Wilmann – Integration will be leaving to pursue a course in teaching, we thank Jackie for 
all of her wonderful work with her students and throughout the school.  Teagan Hughes – 
Education Support Trainee is leaving to further her career, thank you Teagan for your time with 
LPS. 
Kal Fitzclarence took over from Joel Cahir as our Phys Ed teacher and in that time he has shown 
his absolute professionalism and dedication to our students.  Kal’s warm friendly nature and 
sensational work ethic will be greatly missed at our school.  We wish Kal every success at his 
new school. 
 

WELCOME 
Next year we will be welcoming Chris Terlich to our school who will be teaching in the grade 4 
area.  Chris is an experienced teacher who is a maths specialist.  We are excited to have Chris 
joining our staff and know that he will be a great asset to our school. 

 

I have been teaching for 16 years. I started teaching in the western suburbs of 
Melbourne before moving to South Gippsland. I have taught at a number of 
local schools in teaching and leadership roles. I live in Inverloch with my wife, 
Sally, and my two children Archie and Lila. Outside of school I am involved in 
a number of sporting clubs. I am really looking forward to joining the terrific 
staff at Leongatha Primary School and being involved in the local community.    

 

Finally, I would like to wish all children who are leaving us at the 
end of this year all the very best on their journey. I know that 
they have all had a great start here at Leongatha and know that 
they will go on to achieve great things in the future. 

Have a fabulous Christmas and safe and happy holiday. We look 
forward to seeing you all again next year. 
 

Dot Coghlan 
Principal 



2020 PARENTAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

  
The Parental Contributions for 2020 have been set by School Council and will be $90 per term. 

  
Parental Contributions - 2020:- 

 
Student Stationery Packs and Classroom Consumables        170 
Computer (ipad program)                                                        80 
Cultural Performances                                                              10 
Art Consumables                                                                      15 
Music Consumables                                                                 10 
Language Consumables                                                           10 
Phys Ed Consumables                                                              15 
Soundwave Licences                                                                15 
Library Consumables                                                                15 
School Improvement Grounds                                                  20 
Total:                                                                                       360 

 
Leongatha Primary School takes pride in offering quality learning programs in a safe and stimulating 
environment.  The provision of these requires a large amount of time, equipment, materials and expertise.   
All monies received and/or raised by the school are used to finance learning programs and to maintain and 
develop our school’s buildings and grounds.  The difference between funds provided by the Department of 
Education through our School Resource Package and those required for this school to operate to the high 
standard that we expect, leaves a shortfall which our School Council attempts to raise through fundraising and 
Parental Contributions.  This money is used to resource the teaching and learning programs we offer, the 
extra-curricular opportunities made available and to ensure the continued development of the schools facilities. 
  
This amount is necessary to provide all the consumable materials used daily in the classroom as well as the 
books provided as part of the booklist, printed materials, student diaries, internet access, ipads, specialist 
class materials and other curriculum needs.  
  
Other charges will arise throughout the year for camps and/or excursions, and these charges will be advised to 
parents through Compass closer to the time of the event. 
 
PLEASE REFER TO COMPASS FOR PAYMENT ARRANGEMENTS. 
 
 

 
 

 

WELL DONE AWARDS 
                                

Calliope Dickens PD, Sophie Rodgers PE, Milli Kyle PH, Arli Edwards PJ. 
Oliver Bolge 1M, James Bruce 1M, Jaya Dowel 1P, Kale Fletcher 1S, Holly Lawler 1S. 

Riley Leeden 2PG, Nathan Bowler 2PG. 
Tyson Lund 3LH. 

Lincoln Russell 4D, Will Stein 4D, Jaxon Brewer 4H, Isabelle Egan 4H, Issabella Gray 4H. 
Duke Stewart Williams 5H, Joshua Hunt 5H, Jackson Reed 5J, Tanika Noble 5JH. 

Caiden Brown 6H, Tom McKenzie 6S, Lara Gill 6S, Kierrah Lavis 6S, Sage Pettigrove 6S, 
Brayden Sellings 6S. 

 

 



 

AUSSIES OF THE MONTH 

 

 
 

Sage Deenen 
Sage is a vivacious and caring student whose beautiful smile is contagious and makes those around her feel 
at ease. Sage always strives for her best and has produced fantastic results in all learning opportunities, 
showing determination and persistence when working independently. She demonstrates great focus, 
consistently working hard in all areas and tackles challenges with a positive attitude. Sage is a role model for 
her peers demonstrating respectful relationships and an inclusive mindset which makes her capable of leading 
groups.  
Sage has a very bright future ahead of her and LPS has been very fortunate to have such an inspiring young 
person in grade 6.  
Congratulations on being our November Aussie of the Month Sage!   

 

Sam Holt 
Sam always conducts himself with the utmost integrity and honesty, consistently demonstrates kindness 
towards others and always acts in a responsible and reliable manner. 
He shows particular concern for the environment and, as one of our Environment Captains, has simply 
excelled in working above and beyond the responsibilities of his role. He has led the way in implementing 
various initiatives around the school as part of the Resource Smart Sustainable Schools Program, such as 
composting, soft plastic recycling and the monitoring of litter at our school. He has been instrumental in 
educating our whole school about these initiatives at our weekly assemblies which has empowered our 
students to see how small actions can make a difference.  
Sam’s confidence and leadership capacity has soared this year and I simply couldn’t be prouder.  
I truly hope Sam understands what a valuable contribution he has made to our school community this year. 
Congratulations on being awarded the Aussie of the Month for November. 

 



 

 

WELL DONE BEAU 

 

Beau Elkin's Golf Achievement! 
 
 
 
Beau Elkin recently played in the Victorian State Golf Championships for 
Primary School aged children at the Karingal Golf 
Club. It was a massive achievement for a Beau (who 
is in Grade 3), as he was competing against mostly 
Grade 5 and 6 children from around the state. 
Beau came 58th out of 108. An amazing effort Beau, 
we are very proud of you! 
                                                    
 
 

 
 
 

CAR PARK UPDATE 

 
Representatives of the Car Parking Subcommittee includes Leongatha Primary School, Leongatha 
Secondary College, School Councillors and Contractors. We are of the belief that school precinct area 
must be safe for all students, staff and visitors. 
 
This committee has been working very hard in the background to investigate every avenue to address our 
ongoing car parking issues. As you can appreciate this has not been an easy task. 
So where are we up to?   
A car park loop design has been drawn up and costed out. The project has been divided into two 
progress stages and it is here where we find ourselves at a stale mate. Unfortunately not enough money 
is limiting further progress on this project. 
We are looking for someone who may be able to help the committee by investigating and submitting grant 
applications which would help further fund this necessary project. 
 
For further information please contact: aclifford@leongathaps.vic.edu.au 
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BELL TIMES CHANGED FOR 2020 

Next year we will be changing the internal bell times.  We are changing these times to give 

the students a longer literacy block at the start of the day.  Below are the new bell times. 

8:55am  

Music  

9:00am  

Bell/Start day 

9:30am 

Session 1 

10:15am 

Session 2 

11:00 am RECESS 
11:30am 

Session 3 

12.15pm 

Session 4 

1:00pm LUNCH 
1:45pm 

Session 5 

2:30pm   

Session 6 

3:15pm  HOME TIME 
 

FABULOUS WRITING 

 
 
One of the main curriculum focus areas for our 
school is writing.  I was visited by the Prep 
students with some of their work and was amazed 
at how talented they were.   
The writing in Prep is something that all the prep 
teachers should be very proud of. 

 

 

 
 
 

LANGUAGE ASSISTANT 2020 

 
 
We are excited to welcome our Language Assistant for 2020  
Nan Zhang. 
Nan will be working alongside Jane Pierini in our Chinese Program.   
We would like to thank the Riseley family for volunteering to host Nan 
while she is at LPS. 
Nan is a warm-hearted and easy-going girl who likes singing and 
cooking and is excited to get involved as much as possible while here. 
 

 
 



 

HAPPY SNAPS FROM THE LANGUAGES ROOM 

 

 

These students are big fans of 

Chinese! 

 
Somebody said the kungfu fans 

sound like big 'pop-offs' when you 

snap them... 

 

 

 
The mooncakes made by Grade 6 

students looked amazing...not 

everyone liked the flavours, but 

it's always good to try something a 

bit different :-) 

 
Pretty Chinese take-away 

 

 
We forgot to put the colouring IN 

the dough, but painting the 

mooncakes was fun anyway. 

 

 
Grade One students are so proud 

of their hard work making 

beautiful booklets all about Mid-

Autumn Festival. 



 

HAPPY SNAPS FROM THE LANGUAGES ROOM 

 

 
Grade Two children made salt-

dough mooncakes and painted 

them - no, you can't eat them! 

 

 
Sometimes, it's OK just to be 

mesmerised by the fish in the 

Chinese classroom tank. 

 

 

 

 
Mrs. Coghlan was impressed with 

the Preps' lanterns and she is 

trying hard to learn more Chinese. 

 

 
The Grade 4 lanterns were quite 

fiddly to make but looked superb 

when finished. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 

CANTEEN DUTY – FRIDAY 

 
December 

13th  Janine Lowe 
19th   
20th  CANTEEN CLOSED 
 
A big thank you to all the wonderful mums and dads that have helped out during the year.  It was 
great to have a few new faces.  There is always room for more if anyone is willing – Fridays 11am-1-
00pm. 
Good luck to all the Grade 6’s who go on to secondary school.   
Thanks you for all your help throughout the year. 
Have a great Christmas and a happy and safe New Year. 
 
Kerrie 
 

 

 

 
COMING EVENTS – 2019 

 
DECEMBER 
 
Thursday 12th  Parent Helper Morning tea 10.30am - staff room 
Thursday 12th  Grade 6 Graduation Evening 
Friday 13th  Meet your Teacher 2020 -  12:30 -1:00pm 
Monday 16th  Grade 3-4 Cricket Gala Day 
Monday 16th  Grade 6 Activities Day 
Tuesday 17th  Grade 4 Movie Day 
Tuesday 17th  Grade 3 end of year Picnic – McIndoe Park 10:00 -2:00pm 
Wednesday 18th  Grade 2 end of year activities – Imperials Cricket ground 
Wednesday 18th  Grade Prep Christmas party 11:00 – 1:00pm – Oval/Town Cricket rooms 
Wednesday 18th  End of Year Celebrations – PAC lawn 5:00 - 8:00pm 
Thursday 19th  End of Year Assembly - 9:00 -10.30am – Mesley Hall 
 

Thursday 19th  LAST DAY OF TERM – NORMAL DISMISSAL TIME 
3:15pm 

  
   TERM 1 – 2020 
January 28th   Curriculum Day – No students at school 
 

WEDNESDAY  January 29th SCHOOL BEGINS  2020 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

         MOBILE PHONES – STUDENT USE  

 
 
PURPOSE 

To explain to our school community the Department’s and Leongatha Primary School’s policy requirements and expectations 

relating to students using mobile phones and other personal mobile devices during school hours.   

SCOPE 
This policy applies to: 

1.  All students at Leongatha Primary School and, 
2.  Students’ personal mobile phones and other personal devices brought onto school premises  during school hours, 
including recess and lunchtime. 

 
DEFINITIONS 
A mobile phone is a telephone with access to a cellular (telecommunication) system, with or without a physical connection to a 

network. For the purpose of this policy, “mobile phone” refers to mobile phones and any device that may connect to or have a 

similar functionality to a mobile phone such as smart watches. 

 
POLICY 

Leongatha Primary School understands that students may bring a personal mobile phone to school, particularly if they are 

travelling independently to and from school 

At Leongatha Primary School 

 Students who choose to bring mobile phones to school must have them switched off and securely stored during 
school hours 

 When emergencies occur, parents or carers should reach their child by calling the school’s office. 
 

Personal mobile phone use  
In accordance with the Department’s Mobile Phones Policy issued by the Minister for Education, personal mobile phones must 

not be used at Leongatha Primary School during school hours, including lunchtime and recess, unless an exception has been 

granted. 

Where a student has been granted an exception, the student must use their mobile phone for the purpose for which the exception 

was granted, and in a safe, ethical and responsible manner. 

 

Secure storage 

Mobile phones owned by students at Leongatha Primary School are considered valuable items and are brought to school at 
the owner’s (student’s or parent/carer’s) risk.  Students are encouraged not to bring a mobile phone to school unless there is 
a compelling reason to do so.  
Please note that Leongatha Primary School does not have accident insurance for accidental property damage or theft. 
Students and their parents/carers are encouraged to obtain appropriate insurance for valuable items 

Where students bring a mobile phone to school, Leongatha Primary School will provide secure storage. Secure storage is 

storage that cannot be readily accessed by those without permission to do so. At Leongatha Primary School students are 

required to store their phones by handing them to their teacher when they arrive at their classroom.  The teacher will then store 

their personal mobile device in a safe secure place. 

Enforcement 

Students who use their personal mobile phones inappropriately at Leongatha Primary School may be issued with consequences 

consistent with our school’s existing student engagement policy, Leongatha Primary school -  Student Code of Conduct. 

At Leongatha Primary School inappropriate use of mobile phones is any use during school hours, unless an exception has 

been granted and particularly use of a mobile phone 

 

RELATED POLICIES AND RESOURCES  

 Mobile Phones – Department Policy 

 Ban, Search and Seize Harmful Items  

 Personal Goods – Department policy  

 

REVIEW PERIOD  
This policy was last updated on 27-11-2019 and is scheduled for review on November/2022 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/safety/Pages/mobilephones.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/safety/Pages/mobilephones.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/safety/Pages/property.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/governance/pages/personalgoods.aspx


 
BUXWEAR SCHOOL UNIFORM – Purchase online 

http://shop.buxwear.com.au 
 

Please see below for new pricelist starting 1st September 

 

 

http://shop.buxwear.com.au/


 

 
 

2020 Enrolments now open 
Leongatha Gymnastics Club is taking enrolments 

for 2020. 
Get in Quick before classes fill up as places are 

limited per class. 
We offer Gymnastics (competitive and 
recreational), NinjaGym, Tumbling and 

Cheerleading as well as Under 5y.o. classes. 
Call 0400273658 or email 

leongathagymclub@hotmail.com for more 
information or to book a place. 

 

 

KORUMBURRA SWIM SCHOOL 

Established 1989 

AUST SWIM ACCREDITED SWIM SCHOOL 

BOOK IN TODAY FOR TERM 1 2020 

 

WHERE: Korumburra Heated Pool 
TIMES: Monday to Thursday 3.50  TO 5.50 PM Half 

Hour Classes 

AGE :       5 years of age and above 

Personalised Small Groups, Individual Tailored 

Programs For  All Groups  On Age And Ability 

Learn to Swim, Beginners through to Stroke Correction 

on all Strokes, 

Safety and Survival Skills 

Fully Qualified Aust Swim Experienced Caring Staff 

Colette Pearl Owner/Manager/ Aust Swim 

Teacher/Assessor/Level 1 Coach 

MOBILE 0417058154  RING, EMAIL OR TEXT 

colettepearl@yahoo.com 
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